
October 19, 2016 
 
Dear Members of the Selectboard, 
 
I am a resident of Middlebury, an attorney, and a pro bono advocate for the legalization and regulation of cannabis 
in Vermont. 
 
It has come to my attention that Middlebury's representative to the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (our 
talented and dedicated town manager, Kathleen Ramsey) voted, on behalf of the town, in favor of resolutions 
opposing the legalization of cannabis by the State Legislature, at the League's 2015 and 2016 annual meetings.   
 
The League, following these resolutions, has employed lobbyists to actively fight legalization efforts -- including 
in testimony yesterday by a League representative to the Legislature's Joint Justice Oversight Committee.  At this 
testimony, the League reaffirmed its opposition to legalization.  While the League requested money for towns 
should legalization occur (to pay for assumed local law enforcement and administrative costs associated with 
regulated sales), the League's representative made clear that the League opposes legalization even with such 
funding provided.  
 
Without getting into the merits of legalization vs. current policy on cannabis, I was dismayed to learn of the town's 
official position against legalization.   
 
The League represents the town before the State government.  The town, in turn, represents its people.  To take a 
politically charged position that is quite likely at odds with the sentiments of the town's residents as a whole, 
aimed at defeating policy changes supported by a clear majority of Vermonters statewide, seems rather 
undemocratic.   
 
Accordingly, I have several questions: 
 
1) Has the Selectboard taken an official position on legalization, as reflected in the VLCT resolution in favor of 
which the town voted? 
 
2) Did the Selectboard discuss the topic prior to Ms. Ramsay's vote at the League's annual meetings in 2015 and/or 
2016, and, if so, what did the Selectboard instruct Ms. Ramsay in this regard?  
 
3) Has the Selectboard made any efforts to determine whether a position against legalization actually reflects the 
views of a majority of the town's residents, to inform the town's vote on these VLCT resolutions?   
 
4) If the answers to the foregoing questions are in the negative, should not the town take any action to clarify that, 
despite the VLCT resolutions, the Town of Middlebury is not officially opposed to legalization efforts? 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
- Dave 
 
Dave Silberman, Esq. 
15 South St. 
Middlebury, Vt.  
(o) 802-989-0747 
(m) 626-864-2147 
 
 
 


